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^1 . (S)  Reftel  asked  the  Embassy  to  forward  the  most  current 

records  of  official  Iranian  diplomatic  representation  in 
Argentina.  Poloffs  visited  the  MFA  March  30  and  spoke  with 
Minister  Bibiana  Jones  and  Maria  Ruth  de  Goicochea  of  the 
Office  of  Northern  Africa  and  The  Middle  East.  MFA  officials 
confirmed  that  the  Iranian  Diplomatic  presence  in  Argentina 
consists  of  Charge  d'affaires  Mr.  ohammad  Ali  Tabatabaei 
Hasan  and  Third  Secretary  Mr.  Bahram  Saifzadeh  Sani  Garmrood. 

Likewise,  the  Argentine  Mission  in  Tehran  consists  of  a 
Charge  and  one  other  diplomat. 

J.2 . (S)  MFA  officials  told  Poloffs  that  Argentina's 

bilateral  relationship  with  Iran  remains  tenuous  since  the 
1994  Argentina-Israel  Mutual  Association  (AMIA)  bombing.  MFA 
contact  with  the  Iranian  Charge  has  been  limited  to  consular 
issues.  In  the  last  two  years,  the  Iranian  Embassy  had  on 
two  occasions  requested  concurrence  from  the  MFA  for  the 
visit  of  high-level  Iranian  officials  to  Argentina  to  discuss 
IAEA  issues.  On  both  occasions,  the  MFA  declined  the 
proposed  visit,  maintaining  that  IAEA  issues  should  be 
discussed  in  Vienna. 
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